
�1

244:01                                                            !                                                              Parvis Ghassem-Fachandi1

Anthro 244 
South Asian Ethnography: Caste, Inequality, Nation 

Spring 2022 

Department of  Anthropology, Rutgers University	  
Class Times: Mo/Wed 2:00-3:20 pm	 	 	  
Instructor: Parvis Ghassem-Fachandi  (parvis@anthropology.rutgers.edu)  
Office Hours: Fridays 11:00-12:00 and 12:00-13:00 (virtual on zoom) 
Phone: 848 932 4104 
Location of  Course: Virtual on zoom until January 31st, then in-person in BIO 206  

Credits: 3	 	 	 Semester: Spring 2022	 	 Pre-requisites: none 

	 This course explores India through expository writing: travel and colonial 
accounts, literary, scholarly and journalistic renditions, philosophical reflection, as well as 
ethnographic exposition. It begins with a reflection of  what constitutes inequality. It then 
investigates knowledge of  other places and peoples through time, by means of  
descriptions from a distance to close encounters. What is experience and how do we 
represent another cultural reality? The course prepares students to critically confront 
various genres and develop skills in their interpretation and analysis. We engage close 
readings that try to engage with an authors’ written product in some intensity. The main 
emphasis will be placed on representations of  recent anthropologists who engaged in 
prolonged field work. The course is also an introduction to society and culture in India 
with a focus on Muslims and Dalits, the two largest minority communities. It will query 
untouchability and social abjection, embodiment and sexuality, violence and identity, and 
nationalism in a postcolonial context. 

Course objectives: 
  

To provide students with concrete knowledge of  South Asia with special focus on India: practices, beliefs, 
and life-ways in a range of  contexts, paying attention to the relationship of  this knowledge to the politics of  
representation of  groups in scholarly, travel, autobiographic, journalistic, creative and popular writing, as 
well as photography, documentary and commercial film. 
To help students gain proficiency in the use of  critical thinking skills in their analytic assessment of  these 
different genres of  writing that deal with themes such as upward mobility, poverty, social abjection, 
nationalism, gender, ritual and religion, sexuality and violence. 
To provide students with an understanding of  various aspects of  Indian and South Asian society through 
ethnographic accounts that involves a field researcher and her/his experiences. 
To provide students with the training of  reading and presentation skills, the use of  a foreign language 
glossary, and a comparative approaches to cultural and social difference as well as class and caste inequality. 

Books for Purchase 

Jean-Luc Racine, Josiane Racine and John L Variano. Translated by Will Hobson. 
Viramma. Life of  an Untouchable. Verso, 1997. 312 pages.ISBN 978-1-85984-148-8 

Katherine Boo. Behind the Beautiful Forevers. Life, Hope, and Death in a Mumbai 
Undercity. Random House Trade Paperbacks, 2012, 256 pages.ISBN 978-1-4000-6755-8. 
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Readings for Class 
	 While whole books will be available on Canvas under ‘Reading List,’ they can also 
be purchased at the Rutgers University Bookstore. All other readings will be on Canvas.  

Course Requirements and Grading Criteria  
	 Please note that the reading load for this class will be medium from 50-150 pages 
per week. The emphasis is on class discussion of  the readings. Students are expected 
to attend all classes; if  you expect to miss one or two classes, please use the University 
absence reporting website https://sims.rutgers.edu/ssra/ to indicate the date and reason 
for your absence. An email will thus automatically be sent to me. Students have to 
complete all the reading and participate in class discussion actively. Hence it is important 
to come prepared to class with a print out of  the text or a copy of  the book to be 
discussed.  
	 Class Participation (30%). There will be a Take Home Mid Term Exam 
(30%), 4-5 pages and a Take Home Final Exam (40%), 4-5 pages.  

Students found cheating on exams, handing in exams containing plagiarized passages, or otherwise violating academic 
integrity policies will be turned in to the appropriate Dean for punishment. There will be no exception. Please 
familiarize yourself, therefore, with the Rutgers academic integrity policy, posted online at http://ctaar.rutgers.edu/
integrity/policy.html. 

Moving Pictures:  
Anand Patwardhan. We are not your Moneys (1993) 
P. Kerim Friedman and Shahwati Talukdar. Acting like a Thief  (2005) 
Prakash Jha. Scenes from commercial movie Aarakshan (2011) 

1. Theme. The Origin of  Inequality (Wed. January 19th) 

	 G.W.F. Hegel. 1977[1807]. Independence and Dependence of  Self-	 	 	
	 consciousness: Lordship and Bondage. In Phenomenology of  Spirit. Transl. by A.V. 	 	
	 Miller, 1977[1807], pp.111-119	 	 	 	 	 [9 pages] 	  
	 Frantz Fanon. 2008[1952].”The Black Man and Recognition.” In Black Skin, 	 	
	 White Masks, Chapter 7, pp.185–197. Transl. by Richard Philcox. 	 [12 pages] 
	 (in the pdf  file on Canvas it is “The Negro and Recognition,” pp. 163-173. Transl. by Charles Lam 
	 Markmann)  
	  
Rec. J. J. Rousseau. 2012[1755]. Discourse on the Origin and Foundation of  Inequality among men, pp. 
11-35 [24 pages]; Phillip Honenberger. 2007. “‘Le Nègre et Hegel’ Fanon on Hegel, Colonialism, and the 
Dialectics of  Recognition.” In Human Architecture: Journal of  the Sociology of  Self-Knowledge, V, Special Double-
Issue, pp. 153-162; Susan Buck-Morss. 2000. Hegel and Haiti. In Critical Inquiry, Vol. 26, No. 4, pp. 821-865   
	 	 	 	 	  

Z O O M    C L A S S  

2. Theme. Writing and Encounter (Monday January 24th/Wed 26th) 

Mo	  
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	 Kezaburo Oe. “For a Lousy Battery,” The New Yorker, Oct. 15, 2001, p. 123	 	
	 Aleksander Hemon.“Door to Door,” The New Yorker, Oct. 15, 2001, p. 170. 	 	
	 Anchie Min. “Footprints in the Flag,” The New Yorker, Oct. 15, 2001, pp. 	 181  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 [3 pages in total]	 	  
	 Bronislaw Malinowski. 1922. “Introduction: The Subject, Method and Scope 		
	 of  this Inquiry.” In Argonauts of  the Western Pacific, pp. 1-24        [24 pages]	

———————————————————————————— 
Wed 
	 Clifford Geertz. “Thick Description: Toward an Interpretive Theory of  	 	
	 Culture.” In Interpretation of  Cultures. New York, Basic Books, pp. 3-32  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 [29 pages] 	 	  

Rec. J. Borneman and A. Hammoudi (eds.). Introduction. In Being There: The Fieldwork Encounter and the 
Making of  Truth. University of  California Press, 1991, Chapter 1, pp. 1-24 as well as Chapters 3 and 6; W. 
Lloyd Warner. 1937. “Mahkarolla and Murngin Society.” In A Black Civilization: A Study of  an Australian Tribe, 
Chapter XV, pp. 467-490 [37 pages]; Jean Briggs. 2008. “Daughter and Pawn: One Ethnographer’s Routes 
to Understanding Children.” Ethos 36 (4): 449-456 [7 pages] 

Z O O M    C L A S S  

3. Theme. Past Encounters with India (Mo January 31st/Wed February 2nd) 

Mo	  
	 Al Biruni. 1983[~11th century]. تحقيق ما للهند من مقولة معقولة في العقل أو مرذولة. 	 	
	 (“A Critical Study of  What India Says, Whether Accepted by Reason or 	 	 	
	 Refused”), also simply called Kitab al-Hind or “India” by Al Biruni. Edited by Q. 	 	
	 Ahmad Preface and Chapters I-XII, pp. 1-62	           [less than 62 pages]	 	
	 ———————————————————————————————	  
Wed	 	    
	 Georg Friedrich Hegel. 2001[1837]. Die Orientalische Welt (The Oriental 	 	
	 World). In The Philosophy of  History, “India” and “India Buddhism” Part I, 	 	
	 Section II, pp. 139-172 	 	 	 	 	 	 [33 pages]	 	  
	 Herbert Risley. 1999[1915]. “Caste in Proverbs and Popular Sayings.” In The 	 	
	 People of  India, Chapter III, pp. 128-153	 	 	 	 [25 pages] 

Rec. Gloria Goodwin Raheja. 1996. “The Erasure of  Everyday Life in Colonial Ethnography.” In 
Everyday Life in South Asia, eds. Diane P. Mines & Sarah Lamb, pp. 199-213; Ibn Battuta. The Travels of  
Ibn Battutah. Edited by Tim Mackintosh-Smith. Picador, 2002; Richard Francis Burton. Sindh and the 
Races that Inhabit the Valley of  the Indus, 1997[1851]; E. Ojo Arewa and Alan Dundes. 1964. Proverbs 
and the Ethnography of  Speaking Folklore. American Anthropologist, New Series, Vol. 66, No. 6, Part 2: 
The Ethnography of  Communication, pp. 70-85; Abbé J. A. Dubois. 1999[1825, first english edition in 
1817]. Moeurs, institutions et cérémonies des peuples de l’Inde (Hindu Manners, Customs, and Ceremonies).  
Author’s Preface and Part I, Chapter I - II, pp. 1-37 [37 pages]  

4. Theme. Contemporary Encounters (Mo February. 7th/Wed 9th) 
	  
Mo	  
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	 Viramma, Josiane Racine and Jean-Luc Racine. 1997. Viramma: Life of  an 
	 Untouchable. Verso, Chapters 1-5, pp. 1-58 		 	 	 [58 pages]  

      ——————————————————————————————	  
Wed	  
	 Viramma, Josiane Racine and Jean-Luc Racine. 1997. Viramma: Life of  an 
	 Untouchable. Verso, Chapters 6, 15, 16, 17, 20, 25 pp. 59-73, 151-171, 194-199 	 	
	 and 257-281 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 [63 pages] 

5. Theme. Untouchability (Mo February 14th/Wed Feb. 16th) 
	  
Mo 
	 Omprakash Valmiki. 2003[1997]. Joothan: An Untouchables’s Life, pp. 1-17	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 [17 pages] 
	 ——————————————————————————————— 
Wed	 Satish Deshpande. 2003. Caste Inequalities in India Today. In 	 	 	 	
	 Contemporary India: a sociological view, pp. 98-124		 	 [26 pages] 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  
6. Theme. Caste and Karma (Mo Feb 21st/Wed 23rd) 

Mo 
	 Lawrence A. Babb. 1983. “Destiny and Responsibility: Karma in Popular 	 	
	 Hinduism.” In Karma: An Anthropological Inquiry, eds. Charles F. Keyes and E. 	 	
	 Valentine Daniel, Part 1, Chapter 7, pp. 163-180	 	 	 [23 pages] 
	 David D.F Pocock. Foreword, In Mauss, A General Theory of  Magic, 1972 	 	
	 [1902] pp. 5-7 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 [2 pages] 
——————————————————————————————— 
Wed 
	 Robert Deliège. 1993. The Myths of  Origin of  the Indian Untouchables. Man, 		
	 Vol. 28, No. 3, pp. 533-549 	 	 	 	 	 	 [16 pages]	 	  
	  

HAND OUT OF TAKE-HOME MID TERM EXAM! 

Rec. Oliver Mendelsohn and Marika Vicziany. 1998. “Who are the Untouchables?” In The 	 	
Untouchables: Subordination, Poverty and the State in Modern India, Cambridge University Press, pp. 1-43 [43 
pages]; Human Rights Watch. 1998. Broken People: Caste Violence Against India’s “Untouchables.” New 
York: Human Rights Watch; Michael Moffat. An Untouchable Community in South India. Structure and 
Consensus, 1979, Princeton University Press; Louis Dumont. A South Indian Subcaste. Social Organization 
and Religion of  the Pramalai Kallar, 1986; Jean-Luc Racine and Josiane Racine. 1998. Dalit Identities and 
The Dialectics of  Oppression and Emancipation in a Changing India: The Tamil Case and Beyond. In 
Comparatives Studies of  South Asia, Africa and the Middle East, Vol. XVIII No.1, pp. 5-18; Alan Dundes. 
1997. Two Tales of  Crow and Sparrow: A Freudian Folkloristic Essay on Caste and Untouchability. 
Rowman and Littlefield Publishers. Oxford 
  

7. Theme. (Mo Feb 28th/Wed March 2nd)  
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Mo 
	 Movie screening in Class (TBA) 
	 ——————————————————————————————— 
Wed 
	 Sudhir Kakar and Katharina Kakar. 2007. The Inner Experience of  Caste. 		
	 In The Indians: Portraits of  a People, Chapter 2, pp. 25-40 	 	 [15 pages] 
	 	 	 	  
8. Theme. Qu’est-ce qu’une nation? (Mo March 7th/ Wed March 9th) 
	  
Mo	 Ernest Renan. 1996[1882]. “What Is a Nation”? In Becoming National: A Reader. 	 	
	 Ed. by Geoff  Eley and Ronald Grigor Suny. New York: Oxford University Press, 	 	
	 pp. 42-55	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 [13 pages] 
	 ——————————————————————————————— 
Wed	  
	 Jill Lepore. 2019. This America: the Case for the Nation. Liveright Publishing 	 	
	 Corporation. Norton & Company, pp. 15-40 and pp. 57-87	 	 [55 pages]  
	  

SPRING RECESS (from March 12th to March 20th) 

9. Theme. Unnatural Nation (Mo March  21st/Wed 23rd) 

Mo	  
	 Ramachandra Guha. 2007. “Prologue: Unnnatural Nation”, In India After 	 	
	 Gandhi: The History of  the world’s Largest Democracy, pp. 1-15 	 	 [15 pages] 
	 Benedict Anderson. 1998. “The Goodness of  Nations.” In The Spectre of  		 	
`	 Comparisons: Nationalism, Southeast Asia and the World, pp. 360-368 	 [8 pages] 

 ——————————————————————————————— 
Wed	  
	 Arend Lijphart. 1996. “The Puzzle of  Indian Democracy: A Consociational 	 	
	 Interpretation.” In The American Political Science Review, Vol. 90, No. 2, pp. 258-268	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 [10 pages]   
	 Cornelius Castoriadis. 1997. “Culture in a Democratic Society (1994).” 	 	
	 In The Castoriadis Reader. Ed. by David Ames Curtis, 338-348. UK, Blackwell 	 	
	 Publishers. 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 [10 pages] 

Rec. Benedict Anderson. 1991. Imagined Communities: Reflection on the Origin and Spread of  
Nationalism. Verso 

10. Theme. Hindu Nationalism (िहंदतु्व, hindutva) (Mo March 28th/Wed 30th) 

Mo 
	 Peter van der Veer. 2021. Minority Rights and Hindu Nationalism. In Asian 	 	
	 Journal of  Law and Society, 8, pp. 44-55 	 	 	 	 [11 pages] 
	 Christophe Jaffrelot. 2021. Modi’s India: Hindu Nationalism and the Rise of  	 	
	 Ethnic Democracy. Princeton University Press, xiii-xiv and pp. 7-30 [23 pages] 
	 ——————————————————————————————— 
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Wed 
	 Atreyee Sen and Manasi Kumar. 2018. “Disaster Diaries: Riot-Affected 	 	
	 Children in Ahmedabad and Hyderabad.” In Psychoanalysis from the Indian 	 	 	
	 Terroir: Emerging Themes in Culture, Family, and Childhood. Ed. by M. Kumar, A. Dhar, 	 	
	 and A. Mishra. New York: Lexington Books, pp. 119-141 	 	 [22 pages] 

Rec: Sudhir Kakar. 1995. The Colours of  Violence. Viking Books India 

11. Theme. Thresholds and Intersubjectivity (Mo April 4th/Wed April 6th)  

Mo 
	 Amrita Shah. 2015. “Meraj.” In Ahmedabad: A City in the World, Chapter 1, 	 	
	 pp. 1-28 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 [28 pages] 	 	
	 ——————————————————————————————— 
Wed 
	 Zehra Mehdi. 2018. Only Hindu, Also the Patient; Only Muslim, Also the 	 	
	 Therapist: Recovering the Historical other. In Psychoanalysis from the Indian	 	 	
	 Terroir: Emerging Themes in Culture, Family, and Childhood. Ed. by M. Kumar, A. Dhar, 	 	
	 and A. Mishra. New York: Lexington Books, pp. 1-3-117 	 	 [14 pages]	  
	 	  
Rec: Shahid Amin. 2006. “Representing the Musalman: Then and Now Now, Then.” In muslims, dalits, 
and the fabrications of  history, edited by Shail Mayaram, M.S.S. Pandian and Ajay Skaria, pp. 1-35, Parvis 
Ghassem-Fachandi. 2012. "The Hyperbolic Vegetarian.” In Pogrom in Gujarat: Hindu Nationalism and Anti-
Muslim Violence in India, Chapter 5, pp. 153-184 [34 pages] 

12. Theme. External Boundaries (Mo April 11th/Wed 13th) 

Mo 
	 Jazira Fazila-Yacoobali Zamindar. 2007. “Introduction: The Place of		 	
	 Partition” and “Moving Boundaries,” 1-16 and 229-240. In The Long Partition 	 	
	 and the Making of  Modern South Asia: Refugees, Boundaries, Histories  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 [27 pages] 
	 Jeffrey Gettleman and Hari Kumar. 2019. “India Plans Big Detention 	 	
	 Camps for Migrants. Muslims Are Afraid.” The New York Times, Aug. 17 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 [15 pages] 
	 ———————————————————————————————— 
Wed 
	 Seyla Benhabib. 2004. “The right to have rights”: Hannah Arendt on the 	 	
	 contradictions of  the nation state. In The Rights of  Others: Aliens, Residents and 	 	
	 Citizens, Chapter 2, pp. 49-69. Cambridge 	 	 	 	 [20 pages]	  

13. Theme. Slumworlds (Mo April 18th/Wed 20th)  

Mo 
	 Tommaso Bobbio. 2015. “How to create a Slum.” In Urbanisation, Citizenship and 
	 Conflict in India: Ahmedabad 1900-2000. London: Routledge, pp. 110-130.[20 page]
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———————————————————————————————— 
Wed 
	 Katherine Boo. Behind the Beautiful Forevers. Life, Hope, and Death in a 	 	
	 Mumbai Undercity. Random House Trade Paperbacks, 2012, pp. 1-134 	  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 [134 pages]	  
	  
14. Theme. Inequality, aestheticized or anesthetized? (Mo May 25th/Wed 27th).  

	 Katherine Boo. Behind the Beautiful Forevers. Life, Hope, and Death in a 	 	
	 Mumbai Undercity. Random House Trade Paperbacks, 2012, pp. 135-246  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 [111 pages] 
15. Theme. Last Class! (Mo May 2nd) 

FINAL EXAM! (due May 9th)
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