
ANTHRO 204: Social Evolution R. Trivers Spring 2015 

Hickman 138, Mon and Wed 2:15—3:35; trivers@rci.rutgers.edu; Biological 

Sciences 209 Douglass; Office Hours: Tuesdays 10:12 or by appointment.

Short Description. This course is meant to introduce the student to the subject of social evolution in all creatures, with a bias toward topics of importance to human
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Ants and other social insects
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Genomic imprinting
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Parental investment and sexual selection
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“Monogamous” species
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Variation in the sex ratio
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Why sex?
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Mate choice in general
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Parasites, sexual selection and society
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Symmetry in general
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Symmetry in humans
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Other criteria of beauty in humans
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Homosexuality
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Reciprocal altruism in general 
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Reciprocal altruism in monkeys and apes
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Deceit and self-deception
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Airplane and space disasters
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Self-deception and war                         
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Summary and review
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--second hour exam--

______________________________________

*Trivers: “Genomic imprinting” and “Genetic basis of intrapsychic conflict”;   +Trivers and Newton:”The crash of Air Florida Flight 90: doomed by self-deception?” Other readings are also provided in the reader.

Chapters are from Trivers, R. 1985. Social Evolution. Benjamin/Cummings, Menlo Park, CA.  All readings, including the above and others, are available in a reader sold in class at a price of $40.

Note: short readings (typically summaries of key lectures or concepts) will be posted on SAKAI, as will news items and grades.

This course has no prerequisites

Goals and objectives. Social evolution based on natural selection applies to the social lives of all living creatures, including humans. Particular emphasis is placed on kinship, parent-offspring conflict, the sex ratio at birth, the evolutionary benefits of sex, the logic of female choice for genetic quality, selection for homosexuality and homophobia, reciprocal altruism, and deceit and self-deception.

Students are expected to master the logic of social evolution based on natural selection by mastering Trivers 1085 and associated writings. They are also expected to many of the relevant facts, for example, concerning mate choice for genes in humans, biological and non-biological components of homosexuality, the correlates of bodily symmetry in general and in our own species in particular.

Students will be evaluated on two non-overlapping hour exams, the first covering the first half of the class, the second, the second half of the class. Almost all questions will be T/F and multiple choice.

General learning goals for the department can be found at: http://anthro.rutgers.edu/undergrad-program/department-learning-goals
Academic Integrity: Cheating is not permitted in this course. We take this very this very seriously. As there are no assigned papers and students are encouraged to study together for the two hour exams, the only chance for cheating occurs on the two hour exams themselves, in which 240 students are typically packed into a room seating 500. We make every effort to make cheating difficult, but should we spot two students who appear to be sharing answers, as sometimes happens, they will immediately be separated. Anyone believed to be cheating on the exam as a whole, will have that grade expunged and the student has the option of taking a make-up exam within three days in a private room, starting with the loss of one grade. 

Student Absences: Students are expected to attend all classes; if you expect to miss one or two classes, the University expects you to use the University absence reporting website https://sims.rutgers.edu/ssra/ to indicate the date and reason for your absence.  An email is automatically sent to me.  I myself do not take a strong stand against student absence; you will not be penalized as long as your actual work, when you are present, is up to standard.

